
 

 

REBUILDING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UK AND THE EU  

A Security Cooperation Pact and Other Ideas for Strengthening the Relationship 

 

City Law School   

28 February 2024 at 6pm  

 

The City Law School, City, University of London and the European and International 
Analysts Group (EIAG), supported by Henderson Chambers, invite you to a seminar to 
discuss a possible security pact between the UK and the EU and other ideas for 
strengthening the post-Brexit relationship.  

A background paper to the seminar by Sir Julian King, and published by the EIAG, can be 
found here.  

The world has changed since Brexit. Security and defence challenges have become more urgent 
and more diverse. Russia is waging a relentless war of conquest against Ukraine and there are 
grounds for uncertainty as to the long-term commitment of the United States to European 
defence. Add to that, increasing instability in the Middle East, spilling over into the interruption 
of the economically vital trade-route through Suez, and an increasingly aggressive international 
stance by the world’s authoritarian powers. Taking all this into account, the security situation 
in Europe is arguably more perilous than at any time since the end of World War II. 

The UK and the EU face the same challenges, and could face them with more confidence 
together. With Brexit behind us, how should the UK set about re-framing its relationship with 
its neighbourhood, as one rooted in and justified by the reality of today’s challenges?    

The seminar will explore the prospects for developing a new security pact between the UK and 
the EU, and other practical opportunities there may be for moving towards a closer and more 
structured relationship in the future. 

Speakers 

Sir Julian King, former and UK Ambassador to France and Ireland and the last UK European 
Commissioner. 

Baroness Smith of Newnham, Professor of European Politics, University of Cambridge and 
Liberal Democrat Defence Spokesperson in the House of Lords.    

Professor Sir Alan Dashwood KC, barrister at Henderson Chambers, Emeritus Professor of EU 
Law at the University of Cambridge, and formerly a Director in the Legal Service of the EU 
Council (responsible for, among others, legal aspects of the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy).     

https://www.city.ac.uk/about/schools/law
https://www.eiag.org.uk/
https://www.eiag.org.uk/
https://www.eiag.org.uk/paper/case-ambitious-uk-eu-security-cooperation-pact/
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/julian-king
https://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/Staff_and_Students/professor-julie-smith
https://www.hendersonchambers.co.uk/barristers/professor-sir-alan-dashwood-kc/#:~:text=Sir%20Alan%20Dashwood%20KC%20has,a%20senior%20EU%20civil%20servant.


Lord Hannay of Chiswick, former UK Permanent Representative to the EEC and the United 

Nations. 

Chair: Professor Panos Koutrakos, Professor of EU Law and Jean Monnet Professor of EU 

Law, City Law School. 

 

Venue: Lecture theatre, City Law School Building, Sebastian Street, Northampton Square, 

London EC1V OHB (main entrance in Goswell Street).  

Registration: free – please sign up here.  

https://members.parliament.uk/member/2167/experience
https://www.city.ac.uk/about/people/academics/panos-koutrakos
https://www.city.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/2024/february/rebuilding-relations-between-the-uk-and-the-eu

